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THE FOLLOWING ESSAY 


IS 


WITH MUCH DEFERENCE \ 


INSCRIBED BY = 


THE AUTHOR, 


g 
| 


INTRODUCTION. 
8 an Introduction to the follow- 
ing Eſſay, the reader is preſented 

with an abſtract from the Hiſtory of 

that body of Men, to . it ee 

larly relates. b a” 


x 
. ; — „ * 
.4 l 111 0 94 


ONx of the * eminent Uſes of 
Hiſtory i is, that it delivers ſuch leſſons 
to Mankind, as may ſupply them with 
a Warning againſt future Misfortunes, 
by the Detail of paſt Calamities. An 
advantage of this nature will be derived 
from a ſurvey of the civil and political 
conduct of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
deduced from that period, in which 
they became poſſeſſed of influence in 
the State. £ 
E I IFTAR 8 Tax 


6. 

Taz faithful Statement of Events, 
it is apprehended, muſt in ſome paſ- 
ſages amount to a ſevere Invective: but 
the reader will not "thence ſuppoſe, 
that it is our deſign by a repreſentation, 
which conveys a cenſure upon the Diſ- 
ſenters with reſpe& to their civil and 
political conduct, either to deny or 
depreciate the Virtues of thoſe parti- 
cular Characters of, their Set, whole 
Piety and Learning have done honour 
to human nature. 


In the. reign of Rljzaberh, the Dit 
ſenters firſt appeared confiderable in 
this Kingdom; but their efforts were 
repreſſed by her reſolute ſpirit, and by 
the wiſdom of her adminiſtration. At 
this period, therefore, they could only 
meditate innovations, inveigh againſt 
the Government, and inſult the Mem- 


bers of the Eſtabliſhed Church.“ The 


Hume, Vol. IV. p. 656. . 
learned 


m } 
learned and pious james wanted the 
political genius of his predecefſor, and 
vainly endeavoured to appeaſe and re- 
form the Diſſenters, by his exertions of 
reaſoning and perſuaſion. But they were 
to be managed by a Stateſman, not con- 
verted by a Divine : hence the errors 
of his Government rendered him unable 
to reſiſt the violent attempts of the Diſ- 
ſenters, who, at this interval, aſſumed 
a higher tone, began to attack their 
ua and effect their purpoſes, I 


Taz Miſchiefs, which had 1 3 
engendered in the time of his prede- 
ceſſors, at length broke forth in the 
unhappy reign of Charles. In an ar- 
duous conjuncture, that Monarch was 
unſupported by firmneſs in his own 
Refolves, and unaſſiſted by Wiſdom in 
his Counſellors. Raſh'and unjuſtifiable 


b Hume, Vol. V. p. 61, 83, 84. 
a 2 Meaſures 


C\m 1 
Meaſures diſgraced his public proceed- 
ings, .and reduced | him to ſuch ex- 
tremities, that all the virtues which 
adorned his Character could not re- 
trieve his affairs. An opportunity of 
proſecuting their deſigns now preſented 
itſelf to the Diſſenters: they ſeized it 
with avidity. Their violence was in- 


flamed to a pitch of unrelenting fury; 


and they devoted their King to de- 
ſtruction, at the ſame time that they 
ſubverted thoſe Inſtitutions, of which 
He was the guardian and the eſſence. 
The Solemn League and Covenant en- 
hanced the public Misfortunes by one 
of the moſt deſtructive combinations, 
in which Men have ever combined 
themſelves againſt the lives and liberties 
of their fellow-ſubjects; it is diſtin- 
guiſhed by an infamous inftance of 


Hume, Vol. V. p. 159. ; 
aVaritce 


\ 
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avarice and treachery, and ſtained by 
the blood of the generous and brave 
Montroſe. Abetted by theſe circum- 
ſtances, a Civil War carried havock 
through the nation. 


Tux Parliament alſo with haſty zeal 
had proceeded to the impeachment of 
Men, whoſe opinions were at leaſt juſ- 
tifiable, and whoſe Conduct was ſpot- 
leſs ; as if determined to ſacrifice upon 
the block that virtue, which came not 
within the ravages of the ſword.“ The 
Conſtitution and the Church preſented 
the grand ruins of the general wreck, 
the very authors of which were at length 
involved in their own work of deſola- 
tion, It was but a ſlight remove from 
the violence of the Puritans to the li- 
centiouſneſs of the Independents; a diſ- 


* Hyme, Vol.V. p. 316. 
avowal 
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avowal of the “ beggarly elements of 


6 juſtice and humanity was a natural 
conſequence of the violation of divine 
and human Laws. Independency, there- 
fore, was an extreme of Puritaniſm, 
it conſiſted of the ſame hypocriſy re- 
fined, and of 'the ſame intemperance 
unreſtrained : the great examples of it 
united conſummate policy with un- 
limited boldneſs.* By theſe qualifica- 
tions the Independents obtained and 
exerciſed” an exceſs of power, which 
overcame the original Diſſenters, and 
converted diſorder into Tyrann. 


Tux buſineſs of devaſtation was now 
complete; the Diſſenters had ſacrificed 
thoſe rights, for which they had con- 
tended, and were reduced to their for- 


e Vide Characters of Crmmetl and Vane. 


mer 


( mW } 
mer, State of reſtleſs and e 
abe | 


wt + 


Dernazan by the deſiruaiive con- 
ſequences of their own Efforts; waver- 
ing in their circumſtances, but till 


firm in their Antipathies, they acceded 


to the Meaſures of James the Second, 
and thus united themſelves even with 
the Catholics, forſaking the intereſts of 
their religion in order to indulge their 
Animoſity. The Diſſenters however, 
adhered to the Catholic cauſe only while 
the Power of its leader prevailed; they 
accommodated themſelves with great 
facility to the viciſſitudes of Fortune; 
and appear within a ſhort period, at 
one time the Partizans of James the 
Second, at another the encouragers of 
his Rival. There remains another Event 
in the Annals of this Country, in which 
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( viii 
the Character of the Diſſenters is con- 
ſpicuous, it is too recent to be now 


inſiſted upon; the recollection of it 
awakens ſolicitude and terror. 


” . See Mr. For $ n upon the Teſt AR, 1787. 
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E LIGION and LEeG1$SLATION 
R comprehend the moſt important Du- 


kind. Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Inſtitutions 
are the Guardians of our Conſcience and Li- 
berty ; they enable us to perſevere in the 
due Obſervance of every ſacred Obligation, 
and thus to extend our Views beyond the 
proſpect of a periſhable Welfare. Theſe Du- 
ties and theſe Intereſts are eminently impor- 
tant: Every concern, that relates to them, 
demands our molt ſerious attention: Every 
proceeding that endangers them, arouſes our 

Apprehenſions. | 
Under theſe impreſſions, the ſubſequent 
view of the Diſſenters is preſented to the 
Public: It comprehends a conciſe Account 
of their Principles ; inveſtigated from theic 
Origin; examined, in order to ſhew 
their Inconſiſteney with a Syſtem of good 
A Govern- 


ties and the deareſt Intereſts of Man- | 


1 5 3 
Government in Church and State, and con- 


ſidered with reſpect to their rr Opera- 


tions and Tendency. 
The Diſcuſſion of this Subject is highly 


Intereſting to Liberality, Patriotiſm, and 


Chriſtianity: By the Circumſtances which it 
diſplays, and by the Diſpoſition of Mind 


which it inculcates, it is calculated, to exalt 


our Benevolence towards Mankind, to cheriſh 
the Love of our Country, and to rivet; our 
Attachment to the venerable Eſtabliſhment 


of a pure and enlightened Church. 


The Reformation was effected in an Age, 


then the Minds of ſome of its Converts, 


from their uncultivated ſtate, were unqua- 
lified to diſcriminate between the different 
forms of religious obſervances. In a period 
of mental rudeneſs the Appeal of truth may 
force itſelf upon the Senſes, but it can have 
little influence over the Underſtanding. 
Hence the Advantages of preſent comfort, 
which the Reformation imparted ; and the 
animating Proſpects of future happineſs, 


which it unfolded, impreſſed themſelves with 
E A _ 
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an irreſiſtible Energy upon the perception of 
the early proteſtants; while the internal Evi- 
dence and Beauty of the Syſtem, which it 
vindicated, lay beyond the general Reach of 
their Comprehenſion. By inculcating a prac- 
tice of Religious Duties, which were not 
ſubject to the cruel and imperious Juriſdic+ 
tion of Rome, the Reformation brought re- 
lief from the terrors of Papal Power; and by 
pointing out a means of Salvation, unconta- 
minated by ſecular corruptions, it gave birth 
to an exalted, though inadequate, Concep- 
tion of the real excellence of Chriſtianity. 
But theſe glorious benefits overcame the 
weak and unſettled judgment of ſome un- 
enlightened Followers of the Proteſtant 
Faith, and hurried them to an ungovernable 
Enthuſiaſm. * An inveteracy againſt the 
Catholics now united itſelf with the fervors 
of a Religious Zeal, and thus was produced 
the extravagant and pernicious ſpirit of Fa- 
naticiſm. From theſe diſorderly effects 
of religious influence, aroſe the firſt prin- 
ciples of Difſeation from the Eſtabliſhed 


a Hume's HR. vol. 4. p. 421. > Ibid. p. 506. 
dein A 2 Church. 
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Church. An abhorrence of every thing that 
bore even the moſt diſtant reſemblance to 
Popery appears to have been combined by the 
Diſſenters with an impatience of all controul 
which reſtrained their enormities. The Eſta- 
bliſhed Church therefore became obnoxious to 
them, becauſe its Diſcipline, in ſome uneſſen- 
tial particulars, was ſimilar to that preſcribed 
by the Roman Ritual ; but more eſpecially 
becauſe its Government enjoined a Confor- 
mity to which their intolerant temper could 
not bend itſelf. Their Objections for ob- 
vious reaſons were firſt to the Diſcipline ; 
they have ſince queſtioned the Authorities of 
the Engliſh Church. To inveigh againſt 
external Obſervances required neither depth 
of Learning nor ſolidity of Judgment: the 
Hliterate and Infatuated could comprehend 
objects of this nature, and diſtort them with 
virulent exaggeration, or deride them with 
unmeaning abule : But to queſtion the prin- 
eiples upon which they were founded, and 
to diſpute the Doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed 


Church, demanded an improvement of fa- 


© Hume, vol. 4. p. 508. Vol. 5. p. 224. 
culties 


E 


eulties and all the Arts and Addreſs of So- 
phiſtry. A Zealot, or an Impoſtor, could 


revile an Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, which re- 


preſſed his ambition, and quelled his tur- 
bulence: But a Scholar and a Diſputant ſtill 
find it an arduous taſk to pervert its excel- 
lence and arraign its Authorities. 


Such was the Origin of the Principles of 
the Diſſenters. Their religious Conduct was 
marked by an intemperate Zeal, which, in 
its ſtronger aſcendancy, hurried them to 
phrenzy ; in its milder operations, overcaſt 
their Minds with a gloomy and unſocial 
Spirit, The tendency of theſe diſpoſitions 
was promoted and confirmed by real or af- 
feed apprehenſions of Papal treachery and 
Papal * Invaſion ; by the errors of the Eſta» 
bliſhed Church, in its gradual approaches to 
Perfection; and by the plauſible pretext of 
maintaining Religious Liberty. Theſe are 
the Motives which produced the Exertions 
of the Diſſenters in behalf of their Tenets : 


* Fuller's Church Hiſt, Lib, 9. p. 174. © Tbid. p. 207. 
Hume, vol. 5. p. 222, 
The 
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The efficacy of their endeavours was con- 
ſtituted, not by the virtue of their own 
Cauſe, but by the uneſſential inaccuracies, 
of That which they oppoſed. A diſcord in 


the tide of harmony, or a deformity in an 


Aſſemblage of beauties, is aggravated by the 
nature of its ſituation. Thus an impropriety, 
amid the general conſiſtency of the Engliſh 
Church, appeared conſpicuouſly erroneous, 
and the Diſſenters did not fail to, reprehend 
it in a ſtile of acrimony, that might reflect 
credit on their own ſuperior circumſpection. 
But the luſtre of general excellence is not 
ſullied by the expoſure of a particular error. 
The Artiſt, who neglects the lovelieſt Fea- 
tures of the creation, and by a ſelection of 
imperfections compoſes a monſter, may en- 
gage the Admiration of the Curious, but 
cannot degrade the Majeſty of Nature. 


7 


TG; riſe, nature, and 8 of che 
Diſſenters are thus comprehenſively ſtated : 
The, Effe&s they have produced in Society 
will appear in the examination of their Cha- 


racter. Their Zeal for Privilege, rendered 
them 


27 3 


them. the firm Oppoſers of the Encroach- 
ments of prerogative : and if they had ſtopt 
there, Patriotiſm would have idolized their 
me1nory. Their earneſtneſs i in the ſupport of 
the Proteſtant , Faith made them vigilant 
guardians againſt the infidiouſneſs, and againſt 
the power, of the Catholics; and if they 
had cloſed their career with theſe Exertions, 
Chriſtianity would have claſſed them among 
her uſeful, Advocates. But under the pretext 
of maintaining their privileges and defending 
the proteſtant Cauſe, they were actuated, by 
an Impatience of legal reſtraint, by an inſa- 
tiable deſire of power, and by an Antipathy 
to a form of Government, which protedted 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. In the proceedings 
which reſulted from theſe Principles and pur- 
ſuits, the Diſſenters confounded. Religion 
with Human policy, and employed it as a 
Veil for their licentiouſneſs and ontrages. It 
was impiouſly alledged, that the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity demanded and ſanctioned the 
moſt unmanly and mercileſs meaſures ; that 
the enormities of. an Uſurper were W 
by divine inſpiration, and that the hand of 

the 
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the Aſſaſſin was lifted at the command of 
Revelation: Nay the very language of our 
holy Scripture was proſtituted to the pur- 


poſes of a cruel malignity. Appointed to 
exalt the Virtues, and to eſtabliſh the happi- 


neſs of Man, it was perverted, in order to 


brand him with Infamy, and deſtroy him by 
Anathemas. We recur with horror to the 
dreadful denunciations, and the bitter Curſe 
of Meroz,” which were thus applied to the 
Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, When 
from the common incentives to the commiſ- 
ſion of crimes, an offender violates divine 
and human laws, he ſtands an odious and 
defenceleſs criminal ; and while he deſtroys 
Himſelf by his Guilt, he may preſerve others 
by his example : But when the fradulent and 
violent uſurp the ſacred names of Religion 
and Liberty, to defend their treachery, and 
cruelty ; when piety and patriotiſm are held 
up, in the juſtification of ſedition and regi- 


cide, Enthuſiaſm ſanctifies iniquity, and miſ- 


chiefs equally rapid in their progreſs, and 
ruinous in their tendency, invade the welfare 


of Society, We have too forcible an exem- 
plification 


- 
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plification of the truth of the foregoing ob- 
ſervation in the annals of this Country: The 
miſeries in which it was involved by the Diſ- 
ſenters, form one of the darkeſt pictures in 
the whole catalogue of human calamity. We 
behold a body of Men, impelled by baneful 
and unjuſt motives, to raſh and ſanguinary 
tranſaCtions, at one time furious and vindic- 
tive, at another timid and fluctuating. We 
behold them ſubverting the conſtitution, by 
a mockery of its nature, by the violation of 
its laws, and by the murder of its Support- 
ers: we behold them, by a ſeries of obdu- 
rate and unparalleled outrages, rendering the 
nation a ſcene of uproar and carnage: we 
behold them, in a ſubſequent period ftill 
nouriſhing the ſpirit of diſcord, and joining 
the very machinations of Rome againſt the 
religion and laws of their native land. At 
this retroſpect of a nation diſtracted by inteſ- 
tine tumults, and bathed in the blood of her 
beſt and braveſt ſons, humanity ſhrinks with 
horrors ; but the Briton, who feels for all 
that is dear to him upon earth, muſt be af- 
fected by the complicated aſcendancy of regret 

ior 
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for the paſt calamities, and of anxiety for the 
future proſperity of his Country: While the 


particular advantages of its inſtitutions, fill 


his own mind with exultation, and while the 
general excellence, and beauty of its Conſti- 
tution excite the admiration of mankind, he 
wall edge an eee ſollicitude for 
dane though of 4 a more powerful tendency, 
will reſemble thoſe of the lover of elegant. 
art, who, while he recurs to the ruins of the | 
Cane, trembles for the fate of Saint Peters · 
5 The nn of the cy are as 
incompatible with a good ſyſtem of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil Government i in their Na- 
ture, as they have been fatal to ſuch Inſtitu- 
tions in their Effects. Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
are neceſſary for the enforcement and for the 
proper obſervance of Chriſtian Duties. The 
virtue of ſuch. Laws, depends upon their 
Fundamentals and their Adminiſtration, If 
the former are ſound, and the latter is juſt, 
they are diſtinguiſhed by energy, efficacy, and 
Rability. Inſtitutes of this character can 
only 


TH 
only be conſtructed upon approved Princi- 
ples, and maintained by unerring Motives; 
they muſt be founded upon moderation and 
benevolence, and their Supporters muſt be 
actuated by a chearful compliance with ne- 
ceſſary ſubordination, and by opinions en- 
tirely conſiſtent with the Injungtions of Re- 
velation. But it has been demonſtrated, that 
the principles of the Diſſenters are devoid. of 
this moderation and benevolence, and. that 
their Motives are ſtrong prejudices; and, vio- 
lent Antipathies, Their preſent conduct in- 
deed confirms this Poſition: the unremitting 
Aſſiduity with which they diſſeminate Invec- 
tives, againſt the Church Eſtabliſhment, and 
the induſtry with which they excite each 
other to an oppoſition of the neceſſary Laws 
of this Realm, argue a temper, inimical to 
all order, and particularly hoſtile to Religious 
Subordination.“ Conſequently when the preſ- 
byterian form of Church Government was 
eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, it proved itſelf 
ineffectual ; It was diſgraced by erer cla- 


4 Vide Reſolutions publiſhed in the abi papers. Dr. 
Price's diſcourſe, Letter to the Biſhop of Cheſter. 121 
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. 
mours and diſſentions, and ſunk by the Con- 
duct of its own Advocates. 


Principles which are inconſiſtent with good 
Government in Eccleſiaſtical Departments, 
can ſcarcely be expected to coincide with the 
juſt principles of Civil and Political Inſtitu- 
tions. No Syſtem of Government is calcu- 
lated to rule and ſatisfy the Diſſenters. De- 
mocracy requires a Sedateneſs and Regularity 
in its citizens, and ſuits the ſteady Conduct 
and phlegmatic temper of the Dutch. Ariſ- 
tocracy enjoins an implicit patience and fube 
miſſion, and is fitted to the Slaviſh ſoil of 
Italy. The genius of a limited Monarchy 
demands a fond attachment to the genuine 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution ; a moderate but 
reſolute maintenance of Privileges, and the 
Juſt return of loyal affection to the Prince. 
But, if it could be ſuppoſed, that the Diſ- 
fenters are not too much habituated to the un- 
rivalled excellence of the Britiſh Government, 
to endure one of a leſs approved Character: 
the turbulence, which, has always attended 
their principles, would embroil a Democracy, 

and 
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and convert it into Anarchy; they are too 
bold in the aſſertion of Right, to bear the 
extended tyranny of Ariſtocracy; and in their 
preſent attempts to obtain a participation of 
official power and emoluments, they prefer 
their own particular Views to a warm at- 
tachment to the Conſtitution; they ſubſtitute 
an unfounded claim to unconditional Ad- 
vantages for a manly defence of privilege, 
and their public Conduct does not indicate 
that affectionate Gratitude, which is due to 
the Prince, who fills with integrity the 
Throne of a Free people. As this deſcrip- 
tion of the Diſſenters reſpects only their 
general Character, the Arguments it enforces 
cannot be oppoſed by examples of amiable 
Individuals, The conduct of an Individual 
may be regulated by his own piety and virtue; 
but to eſtabliſh and regulate a great Syſtem, 
ſo as to preſerve its energies and beauty, ſe- 
cure againſt hoſtile attacks, and entire amid 
violent convulſions, demands univerſal and 
infallible principles, which are founded upon 
truth, and confirmed by Experience. | 


The 


BE 
The Facts, which have been dilcuſſed, 


enable us to judge with preciſion and certainty 
concerning the preſent exertions of the Diſ- 
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It is inconteſtibly proved by Writers of 
ſtrong penetration and conſummate Learning, 
that their demand upon the Legiſlature is not 
founded upon Right. We ſhall, therefore, 
conſider only their Pretenſions, and proceed 
to ſhew, the Inconfiſtency of them, their 
Fiutility, and the Manner in which they are 
ſupported, with ſome Remarks, upon parti- 
cular Objections which have been advanced 
againſt the Corporation and Teſt Acts, and 
upon the Evils to be apprehended from a 


Repeal of them. - 


| It 1s FTE in order to prove the In- 
conſiſtency of the Pretenſions of the Diſſen- 
ters, that they contain a requiſition of un- 
conditional Privileges. The very Idea im- 
plies an abſurdity. The eſſence of all privi- 
leges conſiſts, in the conditions upon which 
they are enjoyed; take theſe away, and what 
before 
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before was Privilege, becomes an arrogation 
of Power: for the common advantages which 
are experienced in civil ſociety, belong to no 
Perſon, who does not ſubſcribe to, and aid, 
the general Syſtem from which they reſult. 
Beſides, the Diſſenters cannot mean to argue 
for the admiſſion of Catholicks to offices in 
the ſtate; for if they do, they contradict the 
Principles, which they have always main- 
tained; and if they do not, their favourite 
Argument, the Injuſtice of a Diſqualification 
upon the account of Nonconformity, is in- 
ſtantly done wy: 


Similar to the Inconſiſtency is the Futi- 
lity, which characterizes the Claims of the 
Difſenters. A meaſure which is profeſſedly 
proſecuted for the Attainment of certain Ad- 
vantages, if it is incapable of producing thoſe 
Advantages, muſt be conſidered as futile. The 
' Difſenters ſolicit a participation of civil offices, 
with the expectation of deriving g general uti- 
lity from them; but ſuch funden are bur- 
thenſome as well as lucrative, and a general 


exemption! from them, is, therefore, a va- 
luable 


v — 1 — 4 — ? 5 * GE 
— —— — — - - 
* * — = - — — 


F 
luable immunity: Hence, as a body of men, 
they will, in this reſpect, obtain no benefits 


from the Repeal they requeſt. By the attain- 


ment of gratification for the ambition of In- 
dividuals, they may acquire power; but if 
that is the object, are they not cheriſhing 
unworthy Views under an unmanly pretext ? 


The merits of their peaceable, and well- 


affected conduct, are ſtrongly inſiſted upon 


by the Diſſenters. The Quakers, and the 


Catholics, perhaps, might better urge ſuch 
a claim. The Virtue, however, of an ex- 
emplary public conduct, while puniſhment 
hangs over the violation of the public peace, 
is a new claim to applauſe. 


The Manner, in which they are enforced, 
reflects no credit upon the Pretenſions of the 
Difſenters. The merits of a cauſe muſt be 
weak indeed, when its ſupporters are reduced 
to the neceſſity of exacting that aſſiſtance, 
which ought to be voluntarily given in their 
favour. To extort, from the Intereſts of a 
Repreſentative, that vote, which ought to 


be, the reſult of his- judgment, is a double 
degrada- 


1 | 
degradation: It reflects the diſhonour of 
conſcious demerit, upon the Conſtituent, who 


is the author, and of humiliating diſtruſt, 


upon the Member, who is the object, of, 
ſuch a tranſaction. 


 Miſrepreſentations alſo add to the impro- 


priety of methods which have been adopted, 


in order to confirm the Claims of the Diſ- 


ſenters: Theſe, by giving falſe colour to 


virtue, conſtitute a culpable mode of con- 


duct: The Love of our Country is expatia- 


ted upon, by a popular Preacher of their 
perſuaſion, in a manner which accommodates 
it to the promotion of ſiniſter views. But 
the Love of our Country awakens only the 
generous and manly ardour of courage and 


generoſity, and never can prevail in conjunc- 


tion with ſordid motives. It is, therefore, 
an inexcuſable jargon of Sentiment, which 
confounds a noble regard for the welfare of 
the Community with an eager purſuit of 
perſonal emoluments, and thus claſſes under 
a common deſcription-two incompatible ob- 
jects. 

B The 
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The Spirit of the Corporation and Teſt 
Acts is not peculiar to the Conſtitution of 

this Country. Such Inſtitutes form an eſſen- 
tial part of - Legiſlation, and are grounded 
upon the fundamental principles of Govern- 
ment. Laws calculated to maintain an eſta- 
bliſhed form of religious Worſhip, are, in 
almoſt every nation, ſo cloſely interwoven. 
with the Conſtitution that they involve the 
public Welfare. We may trace them in the 
moſt illuſtrious ages, and among the wiſeſt 
nations of the World. Not all the virtues, 
nor all the eloquence of Socrates, could pro- 
tect him, when he was accuſed of an offence 
againſt the religious Laws of Athens. But 
if the penetrating Athenians exerciſed a Se- 
verity for the preſervation of their religious 
regulations, when they could only urge in 
their favour, the ſanction of cuſtom, and 
the general intereſts of the community, how 
ought Inſtitutes of ſuch a tendency to be 
preſerved and venerated, when to theſe con- 
fiderations are added an Origin unqueſtion- 
ably divine, and an influence more extenſively 
beneficial? The Oppoſition of ſuch Laws 


would be an impiety, if the delicate nature 
7 oC 


19 J | 
of the Subjects to which they relate did 
not expoſe them to objections, for the cul- 
pability of which ſome excuſe may be al- 
ledged. It requires, indeed, much mode- 
ration in our religious Opinions, and much 
temperance in our Sentiments upon Liberty, 
to reconcile neceſſary circumſtances, which, 
even while they protect. . ſeem to r k 
ſtrain them. | | 


The principal objections to the Corpora- 
tion and Teft AQs, are thoſe which appear 
to have ariſen from benevolence, and thoſe 
which indicate a pious concern for Chriſtian | 
Duties. It has been alledged with a degrees © | 
of philanthropy, that brave and uſeful Citi- 
zens are oppreſſed by the Corporation and 
Teſt Acts i; that a patriotic ſoldier, by his; 
ſervices, expoſes himſelf to degrading puniſh- 
ments, and that an experienced merchant 
is debarred from promoting the proſperity, 
and ſharing the honours of his Country. The. | 
former of theſe objections muſt refer to Vo- 14 


£ Vide Mr. Beaufoy's Speech i in the Houſe of Commons, 
March N. 
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lunteers ; but even Volunteers are not ame- 
nable to theſe Laws: they bear no office, civil 
or military,” and receive no pay. With 
reſpe& to the latter, it muſt be obſerved, that 
merchants, who are engaged in extending 
Commerce, find their induſtry rewarded by 
the advantages it affords them; and their ac- 
cumulation of wealth, though it furniſhes 
them with the means of obtaining, inveſts 
them with no claim to civil authority, 


But a heavier objection lies againſt the Teſt 
Act. It is urged that it occaſions the profa- 
nation of a Ceremony which ought to be con- 
templated only with veneration, * and we pro- 
ceed with deference, to obviate an imputa- 
tion fo diſgraceful to the diſcipline of our 
Church. If the Duties of a Miniſter of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church direct him to remonſtrate 
with men of profligate lives, they do not in- 
ſtrut him to exclude ſuch perſons from an 
act of reformation. The Communicant 
avows the purity of his motives, before he 


n Blackſtone's Comment. Vol. p. 58. iStat. 25 Charles 
2.C2. * Mr, Beaufoy's Speech in the Houſe of Commons, 
March 1787, | 

88 approaches 


La 
approaches the altar, to pledge'the Sincerity 
of his heart: and whatever may have been 
his Conduct, every partaker of the holy Com- 
munion, by that act, renounces his Vices. 
Aſſertions to the contrary, are the language 
not of Benevolence and Philoſophy, but of 


Severity and Miſanthropy; they are founded 


upon gloomy notions of human depravity, 
and agree better with Papal Anathemas 
than with the ſpirit of enlightened Chriſti» 
anity, But this objection to the Teſt Act, 
fairly conſidered, becomes a proof . of it's 
Utility. If it does bring one who has been a 
profligate to the Communion, it thus places 
him in a fituation of penitence, and under 
circumſtances which are calculated to advance 
inadequate ſentiments of Religious Duty, into 
confirmed habits of piety, To remain en- 
tirely unmoved, by the force and ſublimity 
of the Sacramental Service, by ſuch an appeal 
to his reaſon, and ſuch a warning to his In- 
tereſts, Man muſt be diveſted of an eſſential 
principle of his Nature, he muſt be diveſted 
of his Conſcience. 


But however improper may be the preſent 
B 3 purſuit 
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' purſuit of the Diſſenters, the poſſibility of 
their Succeſs threatens the Community with 
the moſt ſerious e als | 


The SOR of Toleration is a popular pre- | 


| text. It requires but little knowledge of the 


human heart to diſcover that their real ob- 
jects are the removal of ordinances which 


are greivous to them, and the enjoyment of 


public power, and public emoluments. The 
Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts 
will be a foundation for theſe proceedings. 
The Diffenters will thus accumulate authority 
and wealth, extend their influence through 
every public Channel to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and there, by imperceptible gradati- 
ons, will fix their Standard. They will then 


be able to effect for themſelves, what they 


now ſupplicate from the Legiſlature: And 
let the Miniſter who ſhall hope, in ſuch a 
eriſis of affairs, by his virtue and his wiſdom, 
to defend his Country, remember the Fate 
of Strafford. 


! Hume, Vol. Wp. 278. 
From 
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From their verbal, as well as printed decla- 
ene it appears, that the Diſſenters look 
forward with eagerneſs to the abolition of 
Epiſcopacy, and the ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignities. The Liturgy too, which -is the 
Rule and Guardian of our religious duties, 
continues the object of their averſion ; it may 
be expected therefore, that, under the power 
of the Diſſenters, its future would correſpond 
with it's former fate. 5 


That true Toleration, which will remain 
an honourable teſtimony of the Benevolence 
and Liberality which diſtinguiſhes the pre- 
ſent age, is alſo in danger of being contracted. 
The ſpirit of perſecution, which accompanies 
the principles of the Diſſenters, produces an 
intolerance of religious opinions. And it can- 
not be hoped that a Sect, who are ſo intem- 
perate as to menace ſevere innovations, from 
the expectation of obtaining authority, will 
uſe moderation in the exertion of it. 


Hiſtory compels us to apprehend, that this 


body of Men, when they are poſſeſſed of 
ſufficient 
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| ſufficient power, will attack, not only Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Statutes, but alſo other venerable 


inſtitutions which obſtruct their progreſs. 


The diſſolution of a great branch of the Go- 
vernment has been thus effected; and the 
Members of it were deprived of their influ- 
ence in the ſtate; ſome of them diveſted of 
their propery, while others were obliged to 
reſign their Lives. [ABS | 


It would be an ungrateful and painful taſk 
to enlarge upon the particular dangers attend- 
ing the Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt 
Acts; and the complication of Evils in which 
it may involve this Kingdom is ſufficiently 
apparent. The memorials of this Nation, 
and the judgment of the wiſeſt of it's preſent 
Citizens, fully evince, that every invaſion 
of the eſtabliſhed Religion is of a Tendency 
deſtructive to the temporal Intereſts of the 
Community : an infringement upon the pure 
Syſtem of our Church, is a mutilation of the 
beautiful Structure of our Conſtitution ; and 
proceedings of ſuch a nature have been fatal to 
Fa Frater. and to domeſtic happineſs. 

From 


- 
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From the whole of this Enquiry, we draw 
the following Concluſions, That the prin- 
ciples of the Proteſtant Diſſenters originated 
in an intemperate Zeal, and in violent Anti- 
pathies to the Eſtabliſhed Church: That 
they have conſtituted a Character, which, in 
its former exertions was ſuberſive of the 
Welfare of Society, and which till appears 
inconſiſtent with our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil 
Inſtitutions : And that, in their preſent Ope- 
rations - and Tendency theſe Principles are 
highly dangerous to the deareſt Intereſts of 
Engliſhmen, . 


This anticipation of Evils is not the 
repreſentation of a gloomy Viſionary ; to 
allay the juſt apprehenfions it awakens, the 
hiſtory of a calamitous period in the laſt cen- 
tury muſt be annihilated, and the very re- 
membrance of its tranſactions buried in ob- 
livion : we muſt alſo deny a general Fact, 
which is eſtabliſhed by Science and Philo- 
ſophy : we muſt deny that the ſame deſtruc- 
tive Cauſes, under the ſame Situation, and 
attended by the ſame circumſtances, are likely 
to produce the ſame fatal Effects. 


Should 


* — 4 — we l 2 4 = 
* 5 . 1 — : IJ pi 6 9 242 J . _—— . — 
. 8 —— ES e226 © 3 LE OST 
* 2 we 2 e * 1 . N * R l 24 ? : 1 s. FS — — 
LE 2 — — 5 « ks 5 4 ** Fn a 
- e _ g _ a . ang 
= 
5 


L 26 7 
. Should it.be alledged, that the Revolution 


has fixed an impregnable Bulwark for the 
defence of the Conſtitution, it muſt be: con- 


fidered, that the moſt illuſtrious eſftabliſh- 


ments have been ſubverted. Elizabeth de- 
livered down to her Succeſſors a Form of 
Government, which imparted all the bleſ- 
fings that conſtitute national happineſs and 
proſperity; but it periſhed in the melancholy 
troubles which ſhe had anticipated.” Should 


it be urged, that, from the. preſent State of 


Afairs, there is ſcarcely a poſſibility of ſuch 
Events, it muſt not be forgotten that many 
momentous tranſactions have originated in 
light circumſtances ; that the diſſatisfactions 
which prevailed in the reign of Edward the 
Sixth were a prelude to the Storm of Mi- 
ſery which burſt upon the head of Charles, 
The ſpark, when awakened from its embers, 
kindled into a flame, and then blazed forth 


into a conflagration. 


The preſent purpoſe is not to accuſe the 
Diſſenters of a Deſign to bring ſo much ca- 


n Hume, Vol. IV. p. 529. 
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lamity 
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lamity upon their Country; the four and un- 
jaſt mind of a Miſanthrope could alone ſuſ- 
pett a body of Men, among whom there ape 
ſo many worthy and amiable Members, of 
ſuch cruel depravity : in the general eſteem 
we have for human integrity, it muſt be be- 
leived that their Intentions are upright. But 
Men are not in practice the ſame, as they 
are in Speculation; their Views of things are 
the reſult of their Underſtanding alone; their 
Conduct is directed by their r 
their temper, and their 1 OZ 


The validity of the Facts we have aſcer- 
tained does not reſt upon the force and pro- 
_ priety of this repreſentation ; they are con- 
firmed by the wiſdom and experience of 
ages, by the particular inſtitutions and annals 
of this Nation, by the ſacred and . 
evidence of truth. ee 


Their Country, therefore, calls upon the 


Diſſenters, in the name of brotherly love, 
and Chriſtian kindneſs, to prevent all occaſion 
of conteſt, by attending without a 
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the dictates of Religion and Reaſon : ſhe 
appeals to the decifion of their judgement ; 
ſhe ſummons the affections of their hearts ; 


ſhe refers their talents to the contemplation 


of divine-truth ; 'ſhe exhorts their diſpoſition 
to the practice of humanity. 

10 « „ | 
The venerable Fabric of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and the illuſtrious Syſtem of our 
Laws, will then ſtand upon the ſolid and 


permanent baſis. of public Unanimity: Re- 


ligion will then ſhine forth in its brighteſt 


purity, and Government flouriſh in its ſtrong- 


eſt efficacy. Nor will the advantages termi- 


nate here; a more glorious benefit is juſtly 
to be expected ; the Proteſtant Faith will 
hence prevail by the force of its example, as 
well as by the excluſive excellence of its 
doctrines; and its Advocates will proceed 
with new energy, to reform the errors of 
deluſion, enlighten the darkneſs of ignorance, 
1nd extend the influence of Chriſtianity as 
far as there is language to convey, and intel - 
let to perceive its perfection. 
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But the Nation, before theſe hopes can be 
indulged, in her ſollicitude looks up to the 
Parliament; to that high and ſolemn tribunal, 
upon whoſe deciſions depend all momentous 
circumſtances of public concern; and under 
whoſe protection Britons have placed all their 
rights, with an unlimited confidence. It is 
hence the promoter of their intereſts in the 
time of proſperity, and the defender of their 
liberties in the hour of peril. And never 
was there more need of its power and pre- 
caution than at the preſent conjuncture. 
Every good ſubject, therefore, muſt be warmly 
excited to add his efforts to the vigilance and 
wiſdom of Parliament; and may be allowed 
to expreſs his anxious wiſhes for the ſucceſs 
of its endeavours, to advance his Country in 
Proſperity, and to preſerve it in Peace. 


F 1 MS. 
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